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 “Beautifully written, virtually hallucinatory work…connoisseurs of the finest in postmodern fantasy will find it enormously rewarding.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“An invitation to wonder, a portal to a mind-altering experience, a catalyst for the imagination, a narrative, whose intricate complexity clarifies instead of confuses, a fantasy that informs reality. I can’t think of any other recent book I am so certain will become a classic.”
—Jeffrey Ford, author of The Girl in the Glass
“Somewhere at the intersection of pulp and Surrealism, drawing on the very best of both traditions, is Jeff VanderMeer’s Ambergris.  Unsettling, erudite, dark, shot through with unexpected humor, the stories engross and challenge endlessly.  Ambergris is one of my favorite haunts in fiction.”

—China Mieville 

“Delightful fantasia.”

—The Washington Post

Jeff VanderMeer is a two-time World Fantasy Award-winning author of the critically acclaimed collection of interconnected stories, CITY OF SAINTS AND MADMEN, which remarkably showcases his bizarre and prodigious imagination.  Called “a rare treasure, to be tasted with both relish and respect” by award-winning novelist Michael Moorcock when it was published in hardcover in a limited run by Prime Books in 2003, CITY OF SAINTS AND MADMEN will now be brought to a wider audience when it is published as a Bantam Spectra Trade Paperback on March 7, 2006.

VanderMeer’s hallucinatory collection is set in the fantastical town of Ambergris, a complex landscape of stories, “eyewitness” reports, “faux histories,” and neo-Gothic imaginings.  This wholly original take on literature of the fantastic is by turns sensuous and terrifying, filled with exotica and eroticism, all the while defying easy categorization.

The writing talents of Jeff VanderMeer, which are in full bloom in CITY OF SAINTS AND MADMEN, have led reviewers to make some impressive comparisons.  As The Review of Contemporary Fiction recently wrote, “in his allusiveness, game-playing, and verbal manipulations, VanderMeer allies himself with literary modernism and post modernism, with authors such as Nabokov, Borges, and Lem.”  
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Two-time World Fantasy Award winner Jeff VanderMeer has been a finalist for the Hugo Award, the Philip K. Dick Award, the International Horror Guild Award, the Bram Stoker Award, and many others.  His recent books include Veniss Underground and The Thackery T. Lambshead Pocket Guide to Eccentric & Discredited Diseases, which he co-edited.  Books by VanderMeer have made the year’s best lists of Amazon.com, Publishers Weekly, San Francisco Chronicle, Los Angeles Weekly, and Locus Magazine.  He lives in Tallahassee, Florida with his wife, Ann.
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