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“One of the most extraordinary American fantasists working in the field today.”
- Nicholas Gevers, SF Site
“A remarkable writer of utterly original, often utterly hilarious fiction , who continually pushes the boundaries of current literary fashion.”

- R.M. Berry, author of the NYT Notable Novel Leonardo’s Horse

World Fantasy Award winner Jeff VanderMeer’s highly-praised fiction has been compared to Jorges Luis Borges, Vladimir Nabokov, and Alasdair Gray, among others. CNN.com has called his work “darkly distinctive; not to be missed!” His interrelated story collection City of Saints & Madmen, set in the imaginary city of Ambergris, made over thirty year’s best lists, from Amazon.com to Publishers Weekly, and has now been reissued by Bantam Spectra  in the United States.

Recipient of a Florida Individual Artist Fellowship, VanderMeer’s short fiction has appeared in over twenty countries and several year’s best anthologies. In 2002, VanderMeer made Locus magazine’s listing of the top ten fantastical short fiction writers in the world. Pan MacMillan released both City of Saints and Veniss Underground in 2004. His recent co-edited The Thackery T. Lambshead Pocket Guide to Eccentric & Discredited Diseases was a BookSense 76 selection and made L.A. Weekly's list of the top five books.
Existing on the ill-defined border between the literary mainstream and the surreal, VanderMeer is best known for his Ambergris stories, which combine fantasy, humor, horror, and experimental techniques. As the influential Modern Word web site has written, “VanderMeer's style combines whimsy and dry humor with a very real sense of beauty, mystery, and terror.”
All of these elements come into play during VanderMeer’s multimedia “An Introduction to Ambergris.” Part reading, part art exhibit, part exploration of the imagination, “An Introduction to Ambergris” provides a tantalizing tour of a city that has never existed.
“My work is intensely visual,” VanderMeer says. “The images I use in my fiction resonate—they have subtext, they have a deeper meaning. I’ve been lucky enough to collaborate with like-minded artists for the covers to my books, and for interior art. The interior art is often integral to the narrative. So it made sense to come up with a ‘reading’ that incorporated these elements. Besides, it makes for a fun experience for the audience.”

VanderMeer is 37 years old and lives in Tallahassee, Florida. He has been writing since he was seven and was first professionally published at the age of 15.

The author can be contacted at his home at 850-385-8948 or through the internet at vanderworld@hotmail.com.
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